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Singapore to host first World Effie Festival in 2008

By Dominique Loh, Channel NewsAsia | Posted: 07 June 2007 2001 hrs

SINGAPORE: The local advertising industry will be getting a major boost when Singapore hosts
the first ever World Effie Festival in 2008.

Top creative minds from all over the world will converge at Suntec City for the two-day event
in February.

It will also be an opportunity to pick the brains of leading experts in the field and help
understand what makes good communication.

The Effie programme, which celebrates 40 years of effective marketing communication, will
have another first - an Asia Pacific Effie Award to be handed out at the inaugural event.

The idea of having the Festival was hatched in Singapore and all it took were two meetings
with Effie headquarters in New York to seal the deal.

"This festival really showcases advertising effectiveness from around the world and obviously
we are going to have a full array of great advertising from all over the world.

"... this will definitely add on to the educational level of the advertising professionals in
Singapore. Now Singapore, being the hub of Asia, can also play the added role of increasing the
profile of this profession in the whole of Asia Pacific," said James Yip, President, Institute of
Advertising.

"The Asia Pacific region is growing rapidly, and branding and advertising is obviously going to
become a very important feature in our business."

Stephen Mangham, Group Chairman, Ogilvy and Mather, said: "I think the Effie organisation [is]
really looking to make the Effies a global property. And they realise that to do that they need
to step outside the US and not be too US-centric.

"So in stepping outside the US, where to have this operation, where to hold this place... it
seems natural that it should be in Asia because Asia is the booming region for many of the
clients on the marketing side and the advertising agencies. And if you are going to hold an
event in Asia, Singapore, in terms of its infrastructure, its location, is a natural choice." -
CNAZyy
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S’pOIE- to house Oscars of marketing, advertising

SINGAPORE is set to be the permanent home to the
firat Workl Eifie Festival an annoal event for the mr-
keting and sdvertisifig industries.

The event will put Singapore on the world map in
the advertising and marketing industry, with around
2,000 professionals expected to be in town for the
two-day event.

In additson, the festival — which will be held in
February next year — will also mark the debut of the
Asin-Pacific Effie Awards.

Currently, 33 countries worldwide give out na-
tional Effie awards. In Asfa, these places include Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong, New Zealand, China and India.

“The festival will bring all the attention to Singapore

‘a6 the venue for the festival. We are reaching out to the
world, and our aim is to bring Asis-Pacific into the
world of Effic,” said Mr James Yip, president of IAS,
who is co-presenting the festival, together with the
Effie Organization.

The organisers are already planning for bigger
things.

*The IAS and the Eifie Organization ane also talk-
ing about moving the presentation of the Global Effic
Awards from New York to Singapore, so that it will be-
come a feature of the World Effie Featival. We hope to
have more news on that shortly,™ said Mr Stephen Mang-
ham, group chairman of Oygibvy & Mather Singapare, and
chairman of the World Effie Festival. — JOSEPH YADAD
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